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SBA’s ALVAREZ TO GIVE AWARDS, HOST ROUNDTABLE

DURING TECHNOLOGY MEETING IN NATION’S CAPITAL

WASHINGTON -- The head of the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), Aida Alvarez,

later today will present the SBA’s Tibbetts Award to small businesses at a national conference in

Washington, D.C.  The Tibbetts Award is SBA’s annual recognition given to ‘models of technology

excellence.’  The Administrator will also host a roundtable on how small businesses can play an even

bigger role in federal research and development programs.

The award will be presented to 62 companies and individuals involved with the SBA’s Small

Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program. SBIR currently accounts for more than $1 billion per

year in federal research and development funds, resulting in what some studies say is among the most

highly regarded government research available.  Often, these SBIR innovations find their way into the

commercial market, giving the general public access to a range of new products and services.

“As I read through the list of accomplishments, I’m impressed with the diversity and

ingenuity shown by each of these award recipients,” said Administrator Alvarez.  “There are

projects dealing with computer-based speech transcription, submarine tracking, and even

genetic research.  This is the creativity of the small business community at its best and it’s this

creativity that will help our nation maintain technological superiority well into the 21st century.”
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Among the firms being honored is Millitech Corporation of South Deerfield, Mass.  The firm

used SBA SBIR funding to develop a contraband detection system using digital imaging, which can

identify concealed objects such as metallic and non-metallic weapons, plastic explosives and drugs.  The

system, while now marketed by a spin-off company, Millimetrix, is being offered to airports, banks and

government buildings.

In another SBA SBIR success story, Kelly Space and Technology, Inc., of San Bernardino,

Calif., uses a patented ‘Tow Launch Technology’ for placing satellites into low earth orbit.  This low-

cost launching system may reduce current payload fees by as much as 80 percent.  The company is well

into a testing program and plans to have it operational by mid-2002.

Among the individual winners is Dwight Carlson of Farmington, Mich., who has been

associated with many of the nation’s leading technology and manufacturing organizations and is a

strong proponent of the SBA SBIR program.  His company, Perceptron, is involved with 3-D machine

vision systems, otherwise known as ‘eyes for robots.’

The SBA award, introduced two years ago, is named for Roland Tibbetts, a former National

Science Foundation associate who was instrumental in creating SBA’s SBIR program.  Firms

competing for the award were judged based on the economic impact of their technological innovations

and overall business achievements.

Studies reveal that small firms account for just 18 percent of the nation’s industrial research and

development work force, yet produce 55 percent of this country’s product innovations. The 16-year-old

SBIR program is administered by the SBA, which coordinates the program on behalf of 10 participating

federal agencies.
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State-by-state listing
1998 Tibbetts Award Winners
U.S. Small Business Administration
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Charles  Christy
Alaska Technology Transfer Center
430 W. Seventh Ave.
Suite 110
Anchorage, AK 99501

Thomas R. Edwards
TREC, Inc.
9518 Todd Mill Rd.
Huntsville, AL 35803

Andy  Bevilacqua
Bevilacqua Research Corporation
2227 Drake Ave.
Suite 24
Huntsville, AL 35805-6116

C. Dan Brand
Federal Lab Consortium for Tech Trans
    And Off. of Tech Adv.
3900 NCTR Road
Jefferson, AR 72079-9502

J. C. Withers
Materials & Electrochemical Research Corporation
7960 S. Kolb Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85706

Daniel L. Alspach
ORINCON Corporation
9363 Towne Center Drive
San Diego, CA 92121

Michael  Kelly
Kelly Space and Technology, Inc
294 South Leland Norton Way
Suite A
San Bernadino, CA 92408

Mandar  Sunthankar
IonEdge
1713 Hull Street
Fort Collins, CO 80526

Kenneth  Wexler
Precision Combustion, Inc.
25 Science Park
MS 24
New Haven, CT 6511

Gregory T. Went, Ph.D.
CuraGen
555 Long Wharf Drive
New Haven, CT 6511

Charles  Cleland, Ph.D.
U.S. Department of Agriculture
901 D. Street, SW
Room 328
Washington, DC 20250-2243

Kevin  Callaghan
Compact Membrane Systems
814 First State Blvd
Wilmington, DE 19804

Peter B. Dyson
Modus Operandi
122 Fourth Ave.
Indialantic, FL 32903

Jerome J. Schmitt
MicroCoating Technologies
3901 Green Industrial Way
Chamblee, GA 30341
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Dr. Tom Humphreys
Hawaii Biotechnology Group
99-193 Aiea Heights Drive
Suite 236
Aiea, HI 96701

Barbara  Legrasso
8VA Corporation
2501 North Loop Drive
Suite 600
Ames, IA 50010-8283

Rodney  Wood
Precision Irrigation Control Systems, Inc.
PO Box 312
Soda Springs, ID 83726

Barbara  Krohn
Leap of Faith Technologies
23 Brink Street
Crystal Lake, IL 60014-4301

Mark  Deuser
Space Hardware Optimization Technology, Inc.
5605 Featherengill Road
Floyds Knobbs, IN 47119

Donna A. Johnson
Pinnacle Technology, Inc.
619 East Eighth Street
Suite D
Lawrence, KS 66044

Warren E. Lacefield
Academic Software
331 West Second St.
Lexington, KY 40507

Abdo A. Husseing
Technology International, Inc.
429 W. Airline Highway
Suite S
LaPlace, LA 70068

Roger  Boyce
Millitech Corporation
20 Industrial Drive East
South Deerfield, MA 01373-0109

Patri  Pugliese
Dragon Systems, Inc.
320 Nevada Street
Newton, MA 2160

Ann  Eskesen
Innovation Development Institute
45 Beach Bluff Ave.
Suite 300
Swampscott, MA 01907-1542

Roger  Crane
Naval Surface Warfare Center
Carderock Division, Code 6553
9500 MacArthur Blvd.
West Bethesda, MD 20817-5700

R. Glenn Wright
GMA Industries, Inc.
2530 Riva Road
Suite 203
Annapolis, MD 21401

David  Patch
Maine SBIR Assistance Program
87 Winthrop Street
Augusta, ME 4330
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Dwight  Carlson
2901 Hubard Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Kenneth J. Thurber
Architecture Technology Corporation
11800 Singletree Ln
Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Terry  Brewer
Brewer Science, Inc.
PO Box GG
2401 HighTech Drive
Rolla, MO 65401

Dr. Michael  Smith
Global Aircraft Corporation
424 Highway 12 West
Starksville, MS 39670-0850

Lawrence C. Farrar
Montec Associates, Inc.
1850 Four Mile View Rd.
Butte, MT 59701

Robert  Henkens
AndCare, Inc.
2810 Meridian Parkway
Suite 152
Durham, NC 27713

Bruce  Gjovig
Center for Innovation
4300 Dartmouth Drive
Grand Forks, ND 58202-8372

John D. Reid
Safety by Design
4701 Innovation Drive
University of Nebraska Technology Park
Lincoln, NE 68521

Tom  Callahan
BioAcoustics Technology Corporation
10 Whippor Will Drive
PO Box 1579
Grantham, NH 03753-1579

Mario M. Casabona
Electro-Radiation, Inc.
39 Plymouth St.
Fairfield, NJ 7004

Alan C. Stanton
Southwest Sciences, Inc.
1570 Pacheco Street
Suite E-11
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Peter  Guilfoyle
Opticomp
215 Elks Point Road
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448

Elizabeth D. Liddy
TextWise, LLC
2-212 Center for Science & Technology
Syracuse, NY 13244

Walter H. Plosila
25000 Great North Corporate Center
Suite 260
Cleveland, OH 44070
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Bill  Swonger
Electronic Concepts and Engineering, Inc
1306 Kittle Road
Holland, OH 43528

Jeff L. Dulaney
LSP Technologies, Inc.
6145 B Scherers Place
Dublin, OH 43016-1272

Anthony G. Pokorny
Advancia Corporation
211 S. West A Ave.
Lawton, OK 73501

Ann  Bunnenberg
Electrical Geodesics
1811 Garden Ave.
Suite 104
Eugene, OR 97403

Frank  Robb
RedZone Robotics, Inc.
2425 Liberty Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Harish  Sunak
Optigain
1174 Kingstown Rd.
Box 3732
Peace Dale, RI 2883

Shalaby W. Shalaby
Poly-Med, Inc.
6309 Highway 87
Anderson, SC 29625

Neil  Chamberlain
ChT Engineering Systems
HC89 Box 69
Hermosa, SD 57744-0228

Ed  Lewis
Interactive Pictures Corporation
1009 Commerce Park Drive
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Belva  Williams
Air Force Research Laboratory
2509 Kennedy Circle
Brooks AFB, TX 78235-5118

Randy  Noster
Systems & Process Engineering Corp
101 West Sixth Street
Austin, TX 78701

Ralph W. Hayes
El Dorado Engineering, Inc.
2964 West 4700 South
Suite 109
Salt Lake City, UT 84118

Kent A. Murphy
F&S, Inc.
2851 Commerce St.
Blacksburg, VA 24060

Gerard J. Montgomery
AbTech Corporation
1575 State Farm Blvd.
Charlottesville, VA 22911
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Jim  Kelly
Office of Naval Research, Code 332
800 N. Quincy St.
Room 704
Arlington, VA 22217-5000

Steven  Arms
MicroStrain Corporation
294 N. Winooski Ave.
Burlington, VT 5401

Donald  Tilton
Isothermal Systems Research, Inc.
511 Third St
Clarkston, WA 99403

Lance  Fors
Third Wave Technologies, Inc.
502 South Rosa Road
Madison, WI 53719-1256

Elizabeth  Kraftician
Touchstone Research Laboratory, Ltd.
The Millenium Center
Triadelphia, WV 26059

Chang-Yul  Cha
CHA Corporation
372 W. Lyon
PO Box 1084
Laramie, WY 82070


